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Participation in Decision Making
Participation in decision-making plays an important role in empowerment of women.  This
chapter focuses on following parameters:

5.1: Representation of Women in the Central Council of Ministers
5.2: Number of Electors and Percentage Voting in Various General Elections
5.3: Number of Persons Contesting and Elected in Various Lok Sabha Elections
5.4: State-wise Turnout of Women Voters for General Election - 2014
5.5: State-wise Women participation in 16th Lok Sabha
5.6: Participation of women in State Assemblies
5.7: Women Judges in Supreme Court/High Courts
5.8: Women in All India and Central Group ‘A’ Services
5.9: Status of representation of women in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

Some important findings

Women in Parliament
 As in 2016, women ministers constituted 12% in Central Council of Ministers (9 out of 75).
 In the 16th Lok Sabha, 12% of the total members are women (64 out of 534).  Out of the

318 first time elected members of the 16th Lok Sabha, 43 are women (14%).
 There is an improvement in the participation of women electors in the General elections

(Lok Sabha) over the years and in the 16th Lok Sabha election 66% of women electors have
participated vis-a-vis 67% participation by male electors.

Women in State Assemblies and Councils
 As in 2016, 9% of the State Assembly members and 5% of the State Council members are

women.  The States of Bihar, Haryana and Rajasthan have the highest share of women in
their respective State Assemblies (14%).  There is no women representation in the State
Assemblies of Mizoram, Nagaland and Puducherry.

Women Judges in Supreme Court and different High Courts
 In 2015, the share of women judges in Supreme Court is 4% (1 out of 26) and it is 10% (54

out of 517) considering all High Courts in India.
 The highest number of women judges is in the High Court of Delhi (10) followed by

Mumbai (8). However, Sikkim has the highest percentage share of female judges among its
High Court Judges (50%, 0ne female and one male judge).  No female judges are there in 9
High Courts in India.

Women in Panchayats
 Of the 28 States/UTs, whose data on elected representatives in Panchayati Raj Institutions

are available, 14 States have equal representation of women and men. In seven states,
share of women is even more than 50%. Only in 3 States (Jammu & Kashmir (29%), Daman
& Diu (29%) and Punjab (30%)), women representation is less than one third.
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